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April is Independent Community Banking Month!

Governor M. Michael
Rounds has once more
declared April as
Community Banking
Month in our state.

Community banks are
an integral part of the
economic and civic
fabric of thousands of
towns and cities across
America. They are
passionately commit-
ted to serving their
customers and their
communities. The
tradition of independ-
ent banking in South
Dakota is one of
hometown people
binding together to
help their towns grow
and of neighbors help-

ing neighbors and
friends helping friends
succeed.

Independent commu-
nity banks create a
greater public aware-
ness and understanding
of the important role
they play in the econ-
omy of our state and
the continued role
they play in its future.

Heartland State Bank
is proud to once again
serve as the heartbeat
of every community in
which we serve. We
will hold special activi-
ties during the month
of April to reinforce
our commitment to
personal service and

Changing Times?

Paul Domke presently is serving on
the SDBA Board of Directors

customer relation-
ships.

Mark your calendars
to attend one of the
open house meals
served at each of our
four locations through-
out the month of
April. We value you
our customers and
strive to offer the best
service that extends
the benefits of commu-
nity banking far beyond
the teller window, as
we continue to reach
right into the heart or
our communities!

Check your local
branch and newspaper
for more details, see
you in April!
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Appreciation Meal

April 9th, I lam-Ipm

Elite Customer
Appreciation

April 15th

April 16th, | lam-1pm

Elite Customer
Appreciation

April 20th
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| recently attended a Government Relations Summit in Washington, DC and the focus of our
groups meetings was the overhaul of the financial industry as we know it. To start out with,
there is enough blame to go around for the problems in the financial industry, but traditional
commercial banks were not the cause of the issues. Most of the cause lies from “shadow
banks” and the like that provide financing without facing tough regulation and accountability.
By trying to rein those entities in, banking as we know it in our area, could change drastically.

Concerning you, there are topics being discussed that would take some regulation out of the
hands of regulators that are concerned with the balance of the safety of banks and how con-
sumer regulations affect that. Having institutions that are “too big to fail”, in other words,
that the business is so large and integrated that it is an unwritten known that the government
will bail them out should something so drastic happen that they would fail otherwise.

Our banking system worked through all of this, the trickledown effect of bad credit making

decisions did affect lots of people and areas, but as a whole, traditional banking still works. |

do want to let all of you know that | am not hugely into politics, but would urge all of you to
pay close attention to what is being proposed in Washington and how this could affect you. If

you feel strongly enough to voice your opinion on some of these issues, we are represented
very well with our delegation there and they do listen to your concerns, but can only hear
them if you voice them!

~Paul Domke CEO






